ESFA GRANTS FY 2010-2011
PATIENT CARE
· Alabama Lions Sight Conservation Association: $25,000: to provide salary support for a Coordinator of the Outreach, Education and Service Network.
· Cahaba Valley Health Care: Vision Program - $5,000 - continuation: To bring vision care to the indigent and Hispanic populations of Shelby and Jefferson Counties. *
· Callahan Eye Foundation Hospital: Indigent Care - $350,000 - continuation: To provide indigent patient care services to the community and the state. 
· Community Services for Vision Rehabilitation: Vision Rehab Program - $15,000 - continuation: To provide vision rehabilitation services to the southern part of our state. *
· Eye Care Alabama: Outreach Project - $5,000 - continuation: To provide indigent patient care services to the underserved adult population in areas with limited access to care. As part of the Black Belt Eye Care Consortium, participates with volunteer ophthalmologists, optometrists, clinical technicians, residents, and laypersons to deliver eye care to an at-risk population. *
· Impact/An Alabama Student Service Initiative: Focus First - $15,000 - continuation: For core operating support to continue to expand vision screening services for children. Focus First takes undergraduate and graduate students, along with trained community volunteers, into Head Start and daycare centers to screen children in all 67 counties across the state. Children who are identified as having a potential vision problem will receive subsidized follow-up care as necessary through Sight Savers America. *
· Lakeshore Foundation: Operation Night Vision Recreation and Sport Clinic for Military Personnel - $25,000 - continuation: To fund a four-day camp for fifteen injured servicemen; for many, this is their first opportunity to take part in recreation or sports since experiencing combat injury and loss of vision. The outcomes from this camp include improved confidence, self-esteem and courage, and an increased willingness to use adaptive equipment and to try new activities, all of which lead to more fulfilling, productive and energized lives as these servicemen adjust to their injuries*

· Sight Savers America: Pediatric Follow-up Eye Care - $100,000 and $25,000 - continuation: To support vision screening follow-up activities, which include eye exams, glasses, treatment, etc., to children identified through various statewide vision screening efforts to ensure that Alabama’s children view the world with their best possible vision. Sight Savers also provides rehabilitation services for blind and legally blind children, and through its low vision program places CCTVs and other devices in the homes of visually impaired children in indigent or low-income families. $100,000 of this grant is from Crippled Children’s Foundation as a gift designated for Sight Savers. *
· UAB Department of Ophthalmology: Songs for Sight - $50,000 – Continuation: To support the Center for Low Vision Rehabilitation’s operating expense and its support group for youth with vision impairments, to purchase vision-related equipment for young adults, to provide orientation and mobility services for individuals with vision impairment, and to support the Department’s research into conditions involving the optic nerve.  

· UAB Center for Low Vision Rehabilitation: Operating Support - $50,000 - continuation: To support basic operating expenses for this program that adds to the recognition our area is receiving as a leader in low vision efforts. The Center is a multi-disciplinary rehabilitation center created to provide state of the art care for persons with vision impairment not correctable with glasses, contacts, or other treatments. 

· UAB Department of Ophthalmology: Mental Health Services for Persons and Families with Visual Impairments - $15,000: To develop and implement psychoeducational-based support groups and innovative health promotion-based efforts designed to foster knowledge about eye health, promote quality of life, safety, independence, and motivation for low vision rehabilitation.    
· UAB School of Optometry: Indigent Care - $10,000 - continuation:  To defer costs of frames and lenses for indigent patients who receive exams at no cost through the UAB Eye Care Clinic.
· UAB School of Optometry: Black Belt Eye Care Consortium/Adult Eye Care - $30,000 - continuation:  To support adult eye care clinics in five counties in the Black Belt region as prevention and intervention methods of addressing lack of accessibility for eye health. In collaboration with Consortium members including the UAB School of Optometry, UAB Department of Ophthalmology, Eye Care Alabama, UAB Rural Alabama Diabetes and Glaucoma Initiative, and Alabama Lions Sight Conservation Association, patients will be recruited, receive dilated eye exams, and treatments and glasses as prescribed. Detailed records will be maintained in a database for comprehensive follow-up services and to produce an outcome based measurement of the program.

· United Cerebral Palsy:  Health and Wellness Center - $7,500 - continuation: To support the vision component of the Comprehensive Health and Wellness Center for Persons with Severe Disabilities, where adults and children in this vulnerable population receive vision services provided by the UAB School of Optometry. More than 50 percent of the adults served by UCP wear corrective lenses, and many have serious visual conditions. About 50 percent use communication devices; without vision services they cannot properly use these or other technology devices that significantly improve the quality of life. * 
EDUCATION
· UAB School of Education:  Rural Alabama Professional Training for Teachers of the Blind and Visually Impaired - $50,000 over two years - continuation:  To provide teacher trainee stipends for training in visual impairments and Orientation and Mobility in the UAB School of Education and UAB School of Optometry/Vision Science Research Center and to provide field mentorship to trainees in the local school districts. This graduate program is a collaboration between UAB and the public schools of Alabama, to recruit teacher trainees from rural areas of Alabama. 

· UAB Department of Ophthalmology: Core Support Education - $430,000 – continuation: To provide core operational support for the education activities of the Department of Ophthalmology.

RESEARCH
· UAB Department of Ophthalmology: Clinical Vision Research Unit Operation Support - $100,000 - continuation: To provide research infrastructure for patient-oriented research in the area of eye disease and vision impairment so that UAB investigators can develop high quality research programs and enhance existing ones; the ultimate goal is to make scientific discoveries that lead to the prevention of blindness, and to the development of effective rehabilitation strategies for those who already live with irreversible visual impairment. 
· UAB Department of Ophthalmology: Core Support Research - $600,000 - continuation: 

· To provide core operational support for the research activities of the Department of Ophthalmology.
· UAB School of Optometry: CDFI Operation Support - $80,000 - continuation: To support the Center for Development of Functional Imaging, to help defer the costs of maintenance and salary expenses. With the new RF coils recently installed in the magnet, researchers can image both the brain and eyes at a very high resolution with this worthwhile tool for vision research. 

· UAB Center for Low Vision Rehabilitation (Dawn DeCarlo, O.D.) Reading and Pediatric Vision Impairment - $108,199 over three years: To supplement a K-23 Mentored Clinical Scientist grant from the National Eye Institute. 

· UAB Department Vision Sciences (Roderick Fullard, O.D., Ph.D.): Assay of Multiple Inflammatory Biomarkers for use in Predictive Modeling of Ocular Surface Disease States - $118,062 over two years: to study the causes of dry eye and the changes that occur, and methods to measure the inflammatory proteins that are altered in this condition. 

· UAB Department of Ophthalmology (Clyde Guidry, Ph.D.): Growth of Insulin-Like Growth Factor Binding Protein in the Progression of Proliferative Diabetic Retinopathy - $159,610 over two years: To study the insulin-like growth factor system proteins specifically involved in proliferative diabetic retinopathy, which will enable the characterization of the biochemical changes that lead to disease progression. Doing so will enable the targeting of the specific biochemical changes for future drug-based intervention and improved control of this devastating disease.
· UAB Department Vision Sciences (Kent Keyser, Ph.D.): Acetylcholine Shapes ON Cone Bipolar Cell Input to Retinal Ganglion Cells - $157,176 over three years: to study and understand how retinal circuits control what the ganglion cells tell the brain, to increase the understanding of vision and visual processing, and to determine if visual changes are the result of disease or are a side effect of treatment of disease. 

· UAB Department of Ophthalmology (Cynthia Owsley, Ph.D.): Inflammatory, Cholesterol, and Genetic Characteristics in Older Adults in Normal Retinal Health as Potential Biomarkers for the Incident Development of Early Age-Related Maculopathy - $56,173: To supplement a grant from the National Institutes of Health’s National Institute on Aging to identify risk factors in older adults in normal retinal health that elevate the likelihood that a person will develop early age-related maculopathy. This supplemental grant will cover the additional costs of laboratory analyses and DNA extraction for later genetic study.
· UAB Department of Ophthalmology (Yuhua Zhang, Ph.D.): In-vivo Study of Age-Related Macular Degeneration with High-Resolution, High-Fidelity and Wide-Spectra Adaptive Optics Scanning Laser Ophthalmoscopy - $223,458 over three years: To develop optimal imaging strategies for the retinal structure in healthy eyes and in diseased eyes with AMD; to collect data on the basic properties of the cone photoreceptors in a healthy population to set up a normal database of the human cone photoreceptor over the age span of 20-70 years old; to conduct in-vivo study of the retinal structure in a sample of persons with AMD and older adults in good retinal health. This is a concept study aiming at achieving improved understanding of the mechanism of cone photoreceptor death thereby facilitating earlier diagnosis, and more effective intervention. 
* Grants totaling $197,500 as indicated with an asterisk are being recommended to the Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham, for awards to be made through the EyeSight Foundation field of interest fund held there.[image: image1.wmf] Grants to UAB, Callahan Eye Foundation Hospital, and Alabama Lions Sight Conservation are paid directly from ESFA, and total $2,612,678. Total grants approved or recommended in this cycle: $2,810,178.


